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Answer the question 
· Start your answer with part of the question

· Make sure you completely answer the question

· Use key words from the question in your response

Cite evidence from the text to support your answer

· Use the text, graphs or illustrations to prove your answer

· Show the reader the evidence is coming by using transitional phrases

· Evidence to support this idea is . . . 

· In the text  . . . 

· For instance . . .

· For example . . .

· The author stated  . . .

· According to the text . . . 

· From the reading, I know that . . . 

· Based on what I read  . . .

· These are examples of phrases that would introduce indirect quotes.  In other words, the evidence that would follow the above phrases would be paraphrased.  It is you taking the authors’ words and putting them into your own.  You can use some of the authors’ words, such as adjectives and adverb, that offer specific details, but you are not using the quote word for word. 

Explain – Elaborate – Extend your answer

· Make it clear that you know the answer because of evidence, opinions and connections

· I know this because . . .

· I think the author was trying to tell the reader that . . .

· This evidence can also be support by (connect to world or self)

· End with a summary statement

· In conclusion,  . . . 

· It is important to remember that  . . . 

· I hope, wish, dream statement
= ANSWER + CITE + EXPLAIN











